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DverFlow:

saved me, That's how we got started. Us:

Ii's not everyday that you meet people that
A truly are reaching out. Several years ugo,
Robert Taylar mtroduced me to

(herein referred 10 as Street Lite Worldwide
or just Street Life), a ministry committed to
reaching those mfluenced by the hp hop cul-
ture: As | learned about Street Life, it didn™t
surprise nie thit Robert was heavily involved
with this ministry. After all, in high school
(yes, we go way back), Robert used to carry
a “boombox™ around :.umpurv‘ Several v--.,eks
ago, Terry and 1 had the Fiﬂﬂﬁttﬁ: of siming
down with Terrance Levi (Founder & CEO)
and Robert Taylor (Director of Operations), |
ot How was the vision of Street Life
birthed? SRR |
Levi: The vision of Street Life was birthed |
afler the Lord delivered me out of organized
crime. | did promotions before | was a Chits-
tian and was able to draw a crowd. | could
move @ group of pmplc 10 @ certain spot. - |
felt 1 could do 1hr: Same lhll’l!,, with ministry: .
maving p;.{&ptt to & certai spot with some
type of entertamment-related event, and then
share the only thing I knew to share at the
time which was niy Irstmmn} ‘e the Lord

ing what | hﬂd done on the secular side in the
form af pmmutmg events to ~dat'nrm:,_~ event pmmnums stitl

but now when | draw a crowd and give them the entertain-

mient. before going home, | tell thcm about Jesus.

OverFlow: “W}mt year mw “?ﬂ'er:t Ltfﬂ birthed?
Levi: ULmhﬂf 1995.

OverFlow: You memmnr:ﬂ thai }fcm
would be changing the name or mr.!dtf} -
ing the name?

“Levi:: Because our vision hag lmlisceﬂded urban, we are
 doing all kinds of outreaches. What's pushed us that direc-

1hom lq m,;r mmw'ﬁ We won't do awayv with brn:ﬁi Eife but

- the new umbrella organization will he Evangelisim World
i dnG. It's not so-much that we are traveling over the werld

doing’ &mngchsm Evangelism World, lnc. 15 a stale of

: mmd wi"m': we dﬁx elop: Uﬂ.itﬁ @ evangclﬂuc topls to evan-

15

- gehize the world for.

Eﬂﬂﬁ Llfﬁ h&i i nmuul!} e WS-

OverFlow:  Your monthly .email newsletter. mentioned
some tvpe ol award or recognition you just recdivied.

©Levi: Yes. We recetved an award from the Baptist Un-

ion Convention of Texas for Innovation and Evangelism
in. Ministry for our innovative and cutting
edge ideas on evangelism which inclades our
movies, the truck, different outreach events
we ve done over the years,

OverFlow: What all does Street Life encompass?

Levi:  Rob. vou take this.

Rob; Evangelism Weorld, Inc, takes it to a broader scale
But Street Life Worldwide 15 an urban missions organi-
zation committed to reaching those influenced by the hip
hop culture with the gospel, and getting them discipled
whethier 1t be with us or someone we pariner with, We

S SR —



ROBERT
are committed 10 developing cutting edge, mnovative tools
for e»ﬂngdlsm ;ﬁvtﬂl—dnﬂﬂn t:mng,r,llsm mcludmg sport-
Ing ev ents, car s.h:ma, Christian rap concerts and dlﬂwent
types of f‘hr‘istmn HINSIC, bﬂrbwm:&. testivals - any erea-

tive thing 1o drive the crowd. - A big part of Street Life js
the medid side. Our film division which we've pll.'rdl.t:.t.d"

two urban faith-based evnngeluﬁc F ims, We have several
more mmrles and Ir:ieﬂsmn Sl.’.'l'[t"-‘u in dewmpment

Wﬂ I‘iawc the Spring Church, Many Imlet. mumtﬂes are

irthed out of our churches, but in our case the church is
birthed out of the ministry, ‘Most of the members of our
‘church are inyolved in our oulreaches, Some have boen

‘featured  In bur movies. So Street Life encompasses those
things: reaching out with evangelistic events: reaching out

through our chureh; teaching the culture thrﬂugh mu.clm_- -

i produmcm“ am:! m‘ course thr: trw.,k

o

OverFlow: When did you get the truck? How did that

start?
Rob: April of 2008,

OrverFlow:
truck?

What significant event led you to getting the

Levi: I'm by no means a rocket scientist. When 1 feel led
of God to do something, 1 just run with it. I may not know:
the full scope of what it is or will do. | had a friend of mine
back 16 years ago. He had a short pull behind trailer. | fele
the Lord say 10 make a truck like that trailer so 1 can run
over curbs and drive in the fields — you can’t take a trailer
everywhere but vou can take a truck. ... | spent like two and
From the time |
in the moming to the time | closed my eyes at
night. that truek was all [ could think about. [ found myself!
in places in front of people,

a half weeks and we raised the money

W |.||'\.|..' III'l

| went to visit a friend who
wanted me to meet this pastor and this pastor was telhing
me whenever you meet people you need to give them the
opportunity to sow into your ministry. So | put it on his
mind about the truck. He picked up the phone and started
telling this guy on the
trv and the guy gave me $12,000. That was the first or
second 512,000 that we got, but the Lord did it. 1 can’t take:
credit for anvthing.

Rob: Tell them how that guy thought you were crazy

Levi: Oh yeah
guy that was selling it,
praying over the truck. But [ knew it was time. We even
had a mock picture of the truck for vears. In two and a half®
months we went from saving we were going to get a truck:
to having the truck and having it paid for.

OverFlow: When it's God, He can move things fast, It

Fowill law,

Levii Like | said for me and most of the things 've done, |
can’t take credit. 1'm not a smart guy. I'm like Moses and
the bush. 1 can be just walking down the street and | see a
Bush on fire and 1 just start having conversations with the
Bush. Sixteen years later the Bush is still talking. 1 try to
be obedient and listen to the Bush, but the Bush is the smart
oneé and not me

OverFlow: A pastor was talking about God's overflow last
week, and He said God can make you look smart.

Levi: That'sme. God does stufl that makes me shine.

phone about our evangelistic minis- ¢

I would go lay hands on the truck of the
The guy thought | was crazy for]




i -mferFIqw-. N-;rw_mwaig_m thr—: ﬁ]m srdf: whal hlms :iu :

you| e Hor ou eategorize th.*m‘f
e | m:tlmwve'dm was “PAIN“

=Mu .Thunkﬁanﬂ ﬂEmund one was “Tales from the Pia}-
ers Manual.” We are about to do an advertising campaign
for “PAIN."

Rob:  We are preparing for a release in the early part of
January with a soundtrack.

OverFlow: Yeah. On Facebook, you were saving some-
thing about praving for some release in South .-"Hl'lt..-.l

Rob:  South Afnica and Brazil
and some other countries say &
they want 1o dia.tn’buh. Et

OverFlow: What elfua ﬁ' g(ﬂng
D-n'"?' ) !

Levi: WEFJ{EI I'mwlmi & p:tut
episode for our ﬁmsucum,, {4 s
called * A mely Thing” The {
big project we are working on
now. is a film called Remission §
which would be our biggest film
to date, We anticipate it to be
about m :mﬂmn budger.
Gvchinw Hm do you expect JEEEES
10 pet funding? ooy

Levi: {gﬂhﬂg‘ﬁ} Tﬁ: Bush wiall
pelil e

OverFlow: Huw can ﬁ!l'm pm
ple get: mﬁil\-‘-\!d'?

Rob:  We have a Wﬁhsm: for:
our films. | We hﬂ\’l’." dlffmm
categories of films, Right now
we are doing urbau but plan o

go broader. Casting is going through our uﬂmn division,

Black Christian Entertainment. Black Christian Entertain-

ment (BCE) is the premiere. mﬂma destination for urban
Christian media — focus on film :'.md television. There's a
lot of stufl out there for music, but we found a big gap in
film and television. And somehow no one had ever taken
the name Black Chnistinn Entertainment so we were able to

trademurk it and purchase domains. So if you go to black-

chnstianenterainment.com, you will see a cast and call
Tink which will take you 1o our casting site where vou will
be able to. upl;cmd pholos, resumes, portfolios ete.

We vnll be visiting churches telling people about our films

what we are doing and our casting opportunities. We're
looking for writers. People who can take concepls and pul

if on p1p-ur Wntll'l‘b pmp{e who want m Imrn nbnm pm-
ducing. :

We went through the school of hard knocks, We didn’t
have mentors and still have a fot to learmn but we can share a
lot. . We'll be doing workshops for acting, pmducm;l:, zmd
writing,

Visit www.Blacke haistianEntertainment, kt;m for.
more: infotmation.

We have a member in our company. his name is Toby
Gabbison. You will se¢ him on Black Christian. Enter-
tanment’s website and on the casting k.~ He was in
“Ray” with Jamie Fox. He was
n “Dukes of Hazard” and had
a scene with Jessica Simpson,
He was in “lust My Luock™ and
had a scene with Lindsay Lohan.
He is a good brather, a down to
earth guy. He was in our second
filin Tales of the Players Manual
as-one of the stars Romeo,  He'll
be teaching acting classes, So il
anyone is interesting in leaming
. from someone who has been in
Hollywood; he’ll be teaching
addition to his own projects.

OverFlow: Do you still have
your television program?

Levi; No we're not doing it now.
A lot of our energy is going to-
wards the films, church, and the
truck. The productions on BCLE
will have webisodes on that, So
it won't be a full TV show but
it will have shorter versions of a
television show.

Rob: The goal is to put the word
out. 'We need help with filming. Go o BCE and sign up.
It it’s something that’s quality that we can get l.‘ll'lh!lt.‘ then
fet us know.

OverFlow: How did you two meet?

Rob: To make a long story short. which 1I'm not very good
At Anyone who know me knows that.... It was "98 and |
was surfing through the tv channels one night after coming
home from the clubs. At the time | wasn't going to church
regularly although 1 was raised in church. Anyway. it was
interesting show with rappers and they were showing mu-
sic videos. It intrigued me. 1 liked watching it and would
waitch afler going to the clubs at 3 in the moming. | kept
saying | would call the guy on the show. 1 didn’t realize



when 1 called that lhe'ﬁmmm we pre-recorded so of course he wasn't af
the studio but they told me where he could be found. So | went to Christian
Life Center. He had a little office in the youth area of the church he was
attending. He was having service called Friday Night Live — very different
from anything | had seen before.

The sanctuary was canverted 10 like a club setting. This was like spring of
1998. People were doing comedy and skits. Rappers were rapping.  There
- were skits and low rider bikes on the stage. 1t was like a show. Levi would
(give a message. To be honest with you. the Friday night service was from
8 10 10 but T would still go (o clubs afterwards, | was going to the clubs like
6 mghts a week. Gradually over time. ths, message got me

People always ask how to you reach out 10 the hip lmp g:enumunn People
think you need to have the rippers and be all cool, And that's all fine but
it's the word that must take root... But after a while | was on the road doing
concerts and events in the secular seene.  Over time 1 Started going (o the
clubs less and less and the church maore and more. So | was back and forth,
but by Thanksgiving of 1999, 1 knew 1 had to stop everything | was doing.
o | had peace that | should 20 here. Some lum. later | was going through old

business cards and saw “Terrance Levi™. | then realized. we had crossed
Photo by: Mathan Simmions paths before.

OverFlow: What would you say to someone who comes from similar
background as vou?

“Glamour is man-made but glory comes from the Lord.”

Levi: | would say that "ves the world is glamorous but it is fading. It's fading and has a horrific end.” Why would you
stay ona smking ship? 1t's time to abandon tkat ship. ‘Sin 1s fun for a while but at some pomnt vou will have to pay Glam-
our pales in comparison to the glory. You can’t dance with the devil forever, Glamour is man-made but glory belongs

|
to the Lord. ‘
OverFlow: Whatis vour favorite scripture” i

Rob: Philippians 12:13 - It says that it’s God that gives you the desire 1o want to please Him,

love,  Gaod is a jealous God, He gave His Son for us.

It 1s no doubt that these two men love the Lord and have a beart for God's people; They are taking the Word to the streets.

|
Levi: My favorite seripture is John 3:16. God so PASSIONATELY loved the world. God's love for us is a Fatal atiraction ‘
It you want to know more about Street Life Worldwide Evangelistic Association, visit www. StreetLifeWorldwide tv. ‘

Interviewers: Terry Thomas and Samitra Thomas
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